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PROBABLE SATELLITE REACTION TO
US ,OFFER OF FOOD ASSISTANCE

Poland, and Rumania
would hardly result in an unqualified and decisive propa-
It is believed that consid-
erable unfavorable reaction would be engendered among the
non-Communist majority of the population in these Satellites.
following their certain rejection of the offer,
the Communist regimes would have been provided with an ex-
celent Propaganda theme to be exploited to the disadvantage
of the US. :
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d, the USSR will Supply it.
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Supervision of the distribution of the food by an im-
partial agency such as the International Red Cross would not
be permitted by the Satellites. All agencies such as the
IRC were forced to suspend operations in the Satellites
Some years ago and there is no reason to believe that they
would now be permitted to operate in these countries for
the purpose of distributing gift food. Equally important,
for reasons of internal Security the Satellites would not
desire representatives of an international agency traveling
about their countries while supervising the distribution
of the food gifts. Finally, Satellite officials undoubtedly
would not agree either with representatives of the United
States or of the international agency as to what individuals
should receive the food.

With few exceptions the non-Communist majority of the
Satellite populations can be expected to react unfavorably
to such an offer by the United States. They would consider
such assistance from the US, which is their bastion of
hope for liberation from Communist rule, tc be in effect
support for the present unpopular regimes.
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